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Abstract

In the late nineteenth-century, the extension of suffrage rights changed
the social and political composition of parliaments. In Germany, Social
Democrats used universal male suffrage to establish an initially small
minority in the Reichstag. In Britain the issue of Home Rule provided
Irish Nationalists with an issue that allowed them to exploit suffrage
rights extension to their electoral advantage. As political newcomers
and social outsiders, these new parliamentarians questioned the
legitimacy of parliament. They introduced a new understanding of
accountability where the party organization played a more decisive role
in determining policy positions than the individual opinion of
parliamentarians. This naturally led to a tension between the
parliamentary culture of debate and party discipline. At the same time,
the new parliamentarians recognized that parliamentary tradition of
debate provided a safe haven for public debate that they rigorously
studied. Soon they became experts in parliamentary regulations and
used them as an argument against the political elite. This paper explores
the way these newcomers in parliament defined their role as the
(better) representatives of the people. The focus will be on the
discussions about parliamentary rules where parliament could be
questioned and redefined toward a more democratic notion of
representation.
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