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Abstract

Flowing beards, severe redingotes crossed by tricolor sashes, plumed
hats and shiny helmets. The city streets and squares of Italy during
1848, the year of the national revolution, presented a panorama that
was as chromatically rich as it was symbolically dense, often directly
referencing to plots and images of the major cultural products of the
time (opera, theatre, historical novel, painting). The revolution affected
the bodies of patriots, that became tableaux vivants for the claims of the
“Risorgimento”, and produced a new process of politicization of objects
and elements of daily life. In the framework of an increasing
historiographical attention to the symbolic aspect of political actions,
the paper focuses on these visual and material elements (cloths, hats,
marks, objects), as narrated, represented (and criticized) in a wide
documentation of memories, illustrated magazines, lithographs and
leaflets published between 1847 and 1850.
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