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Abstract

During the Seventies the Radical Party (PR), led by Marco Pannella, was
able to conquer political room by introducing in the Italian public debate
issues linked to the civil rights. By re-actualising the anti-clerical
cleavage Radicals’ strategy attempted to dismantle the power of the
Christian Democracy and thus build an alternative political majority.
But the “historical compromise” between PCI and DC disenchanted the
Radicals. Since 1979 they started a discourse against “partitocracy” in
which all the other parties were involved. This paper aims at analysing
the effects of this delegitimating discourse on the party itself from 1979
to the end of the 1980s. On one side, the Radicals argued that they were
different from the other parties and that a “new” kind of party was
necessary to save Republican institutions from the existing parties’
clutches. For instance, from 1979 to 1983 the Radical MPs decided not
to vote in Parliament. On the other, this claim not only did not bring
them closer to the PCI but did not help build a political alternative. Many
in the party supported a coalition with the Socialists, one of the main
components of partitocracy. At the end of the 1980s the PR was
entangled in a cul-de-sac position, the paradox of a party looking for
bringing back democratic conflict in Italian politics through an anti-
political stance: while the party itself converted itself in a non-
governmental organisation, most of its members underwent a diaspora
towards the other parties.
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