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Abstract 

My paper intends to shed light on the evolution of Kazakh political 

practices and structures between 1868 and 1917 through the lens of the 

elections. The study focuses on an area at the southeast of present-day 

Kazakhstan, which was conquered by the Russian Empire during the 

19th century. Tribal and religious factors, two essential constituents of 

Kazakh society, are questioned with regard to legitimacy, eligibility and 

the dual relationship to legality between imperial law and Kazakh social 

norms. Faced with a colonial administration, the Kazakhs constantly 

played on the discrepancies between exogenous regulations and 

institutions and the possibilities offered by the exteriority of Russian 

power in order to mobilize Kazakh social standards. At the beginning of 

the 20th century, the processes of both political fragmentation and 

Islamization confronted the construction of Kazakh national discourse. 

The purpose of this ideological debate was to reinvent the idea of 

community that could no longer be embodied in the Kazakh khanate. 

Two modes of political action were superimposed and could be 

opposed: practices based primarily on lineage and local elements and a 

national and unitary vision. The first did not neglect the use of force and 

illegal means - compared to Tsarist legality - the second was attached to 

a legalistic and democratic line. 
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