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Abstract

Comparative literature about governance in the field of nature
conservation and environmental politics usually emphasises the
‘neocorporatist’ characteristics of policy-making in the Netherlands. Its
historical backgrounds before the emergence of a ‘modern
environmental consciousness’ are, however, more than merely a ‘pre-
history’ of these institutional arrangements.

This paper focusses on the different understandings of “how to do
environmental politics” among conservationist and environmentalist
civil society organisations in the Netherlands, and on the complex
interplay of the two main approaches in the 1970s. “Traditional” nature
conservation societies relied on consultations, negotiations in expert
committees, compromises and informal deals with other interest
groups, political actors, and the civil service. Although this approach had
been quite successful on a policy-making level, leading conservationists
welcomed the growing public attention for environmental issues as
additional leverage in their negotiations. The emergence of a new type
of environmental groups, following international trends, challenged this
model in the 1970s. They adopted a more radical rhetoric and started to
mobilise public opinion for their goals, but were also happy to use the
pre-existing structures and patterns of governance to exert influence at
a political level.
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